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Milan, 11 December 2017 - Prysmian Group, world leader in the energy and telecom cable systems industry, 

celebrates the 50th anniversary of the taking into operation of the HVDC submarine cable system built for the 
SA.CO.I. interconnection linking Sardinia’s electricity grid with mainland Italy. It marks a world record for the 
longest in-service HVDC submarine cable link. 
 
“This is an important occasion testifying to the absolute reliability, efficiency and efficacy of our submarine cable 

technology,” explained Massimo Battaini, Senior Vice President Energy Projects at Prysmian Group, adding “An 
increasingly efficient and sustainable use of energy resources requires the upgrading and development of 
electricity grids. The technologies and services that Prysmian is able to offer to utility companies and grid 
operators are proving to be an increasingly key factor in reducing system construction and operating costs.”  
 
At the time of construction, the SA.CO.I. submarine power link was a milestone both in terms of installed capacity, 

with 300 MW and, at 450 metres, the marine depth reached. The 120 km of 200 kV submarine cable that connect 
Sulcis in Sardinia with Corsica and Tuscany were manufactured at the Arco Felice (Naples) plant, one of the 
Group’s centres of excellence for production and technological standards. After 50 years in operation, SA.CO.I. 
continues to this day to be an important energy interconnection between Sardinia and the mainland.  
 

In more recent years significant improvements have been achieved in the technical evolution of HVDC submarine 
cables with Prysmian committed to confirming and reinforcing its leadership in this sector. Amongst the most 

recent technological achievements are the launch of the new 700 kV PPL and 600 kV XLPE HVDC cable systems, 
enabling increases of up to 15% in power transmission capacity and higher grid reliability, as well as the 
introduction of the P-Laser 600 kV cable technology onto the market, reducing costs by up to 30% per MW 
transmitted. 
 
“In the future, we will focus more on technological innovation and our ability to offer our customers 
comprehensive turnkey projects developed and tailored to their specific needs. The path of innovation in which 

we are investing shall lead us to cable systems with higher transmission capacities, an increased use of high 
performance and environmentally sustainable materials, the application of advanced technologies and high level 
expertise to provide smart grid monitoring and management systems, as well as improved equipment and 
advanced services for cable installation and maintenance,” concluded Battaini.  
 
 
 
Prysmian Group 
Prysmian Group is world leader in the energy and telecom cable systems industry. With nearly 140 years of experience, sales 
of over €7.5 billion in 2016, 21,000 employees across 50 countries and 82 plants, the Group is strongly positioned in high-
tech markets and offers the widest possible range of products, services, technologies and know-how. It operates in the 
businesses of underground and submarine cables and systems for power transmission and distribution, of special cables for 
applications in many different industries and of medium and low voltage cables for the construction and infrastructure sectors. 
For the telecommunications industry, the Group manufactures cables and accessories for voice, video and data transmission, 
offering a comprehensive range of optical fibres, optical and copper cables and connectivity systems. Prysmian is a public 
company, listed on the Italian Stock Exchange in the FTSE MIB index. 
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